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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Gimienez (6784770). 

As to claim 1 , Gimenez discloses in figure 1 , an earth leakage breaker for 
protecting a main circuit against over-current and ground failure, (see col. 1 , lines 14- 
17) comprising: a main-body case (24), a main contact (see col. 3, lines 22-27) 
disposed in the main-body case, a switch mechanism (116) disposed in the main-body 
case and connected to the main contact for turning on and off the same, an operating 
handle (40) attached to the switch mechanism for operating the switch mechanism (see 
col. 9, lines 38-48), a leakage tripping device disposed in the main-body case for 
performing a tripping operation, an over-current tripping device disposed in the main- 
body case for performing a tripping operation, a leakage-detection circuit disposed in 
the main-body case for detecting a leakage current, a power-supply line connected (see 
col. 1, lines 4-18) to the main circuit for supplying voltage of the main circuit to the 
leakage-detection circuit, and a test switch (1 1 5) disposed in the main-body case for 
turning on and off a power-supply line when the switch mechanism turns on and off the 
main contact (see abstract). 
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As to claim 2, Gimenez discloses in figure 1, wherein said test switch is an 
auxiliary switch attached to the earth leakage breaker (see abstract). 

As to claim 3, Gimenez discloses in figure 1 , wherein said test switch is arranged 
so that the switch mechanism turns off the main contact when the test switch turns off 
the power-supply line (see abstract). 

As to claim 4, Gimenez discloses in figure 1 , wherein said test switch is provided 
with an actuator moved according to an on-off operation thereof and connected to a 
tripping cross bar of the switch mechanism so that when the test switch is turned off, the 
tripping cross bar is driven to a latch release position to thereby trip the switch 
mechanism and the tripping cross bar is held at the latch release position to prevent the 
main contact from turning on, and the tripping cross bar is released from the latch 
release position when the test switch turns on the power-supply line (see claim 8). 

As to claim 5, Gimenez discloses in figure 1 , an earth leakage breaker according 
to claim 3, wherein said test switch is provided with an actuator moved according to an 
on-off operation thereof and connected to a tripping cross bar of the switch mechanism 
so that when the test switch is turned off, the tripping cross bar is driven to a latch 
release position to thereby trip the switch mechanism and said tripping cross bar is 
driven to a latch release position to reset the latch by a reset operation of the handle, 
and the test switch is returned on through the tripping cross bar (see claim 7). 

As to claim 8, Gimenez discloses in figure 1 , an earth leakage breaker according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a zero-phase (see col. 1 , lines 34-60) current transformer 
disposed in the main-case body for detecting an unbalance current in the main circuit. 
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said test switcli being disposed in a space between the zero-pliase current transformer, 
and a sidewall of the main body case, said test switch being turned off in testing 
dielectric strength to separate the leal<age detection circuit from the main circuit (see 
abstract). 

As to claim 13. Gimenez discloses in figure 1. an earth leakage breaker 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a switch for testing dielectric strength, which 
disconnects the power supply line, and said switch for testing dielectric strength is a 
manually operable switch for testing dielectric strength, which is connected to respective 
lines of the power source lines or the respective lines excluding one line, and 
collectively turns the power source ON and OFF (see abstract). 

As to claim 14, Gimenez discloses in figure 1, an earth leakage breaker 
according to claim 1. further comprising a manually operable switch for testing dielectric 
strength, which turns the power supply circuit of the power source line ON and OFF, 
and the switch for testing dielectric strength prevents the power from supplying to main 
circuit when the switch for testing dielectric strength is held at the OFF position (see 
claim 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-7 and 9-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
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limitations of tlie base claim and any intervening claims. The following is a statement of 
reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

For claim 6, the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest in the claimed 
combination: wherein said test switch is a sliding switch or toggle switch having an 
operating knob, said actuator being disposed on an operating member connected to the 
operating knob. - - , . . 

For claim 7, the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest in the claimed 
combination: wherein said test switch is a sliding switch or toggle switch having an 
operating knob, said actuator being disposed on an operating member connected to the 
operating knob. 

For claim 9, the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest in the claimed 
combination: wherein said test switch includes an operating section facing a window 
hole formed in an upper cover of the main-body case and is interconnected to a trip 
cross bar of the switching mechanism for driving the trip cross bar to a latch releasing 
position and holding the same to open the main circuit when the test switch turns off the 
power-supply line. 

The art of record does not disclose or suggest the above claimed features, 
nor would it be obvious to modify the art of record so as to include either of the above 
limitations. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert T. Dang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8326. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Karl D.'Easthom can be reached on 571-272-1989. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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